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Guest Speaker JIMMY ERNST, Coordinator, DMAP
Our Guest Speaker will
be Mr. Jimmy Ernst, Deer
Management Assistance
Program (DMAP)
Coordinator at Louisiana
Department of Wildlife &
Fisheries (LDWF) with a
presentation on the latest
Chronic Waste Disease
(CWD) monitoring across
the state. Mr. Ernst graduated from
LSU in 1992 and has been with the
LDWF for over 26 years. He began
as a wildlife and private lands biologist
for the LDWF before he became the
statewide coordinator for DMAP in 2015.
Department biologists work throughout
the state helping private landowners

and land managers with
their wildlife management
activities. DMAP offers
landowners tags and
guidance regarding their
deer harvest. Other
landowners simply want
advice and suggestions
to help them manage their
harvest. Even though deer
get a lot of attention, assistance from
LDWF is not limited to deer. LDWF
biologists can also help landowners with
dove field establishment, management
of waterfowl impoundments, forest
management, and general habitat
management for a wide variety of
wildlife.

Sportsman’s Calendar
Aug. 4
Oct. 6

EASL Kid's Fishing Rodeo
EASL Squirrel Rodeo

The EASL Meeting
Will be held every 3rd Monday of the month at

Chef KD's at 38278 Hwy. 74 in Dutchtown

Monday, July 16, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Meal sponsored by:

United Community Bank
12328 LA Hwy. 44 and LA Hwy. 44, Gonzales, LA
17257 Airline Hwy., Prairieville, LA – 225-644-2265

BIG PINK BIRDS!

Jay V. Huner, Louisiana Ecrevisse, Boyce, LA
I’ve hunted and fished in the
is a direct correlation between the
Ascension Parish region for about
expansion of the region’s crawfish
60 years. I’ve always seen blue,
farms and both the numbers and
gray, purple and white wading
range of the birds. The crawfish
birds. However, about 10 years ago,
ponds provide the birds with
I started seeing big, pink wading
important sources of food not only
birds. No, they weren’t escaped
during the breeding season but well
flamingos from Florida race tracks. first remains a pinkish-white when into the summer.
They were Roseate Spoonbills, they leave the nest. It takes about
Roseate Spoonbills feed, largely
sometimes called Cajun flamingos, a year for the birds to acquire their by touch. That is, they forage by
flame birds, or pink curlews.
rosy color from carotenoid pigments wading in shallow muddy water
Are Roseate Spoonbills especially in the crustaceans upon which they sweeping their bills from side to
common in southeast Louisiana? No, feed. Those are the same pigments side with the mandibles slightly open
they aren’t but if you watch flocks of that turn red when crawfish, crabs locating feed by feel. And, they do
herons, egrets, and ibises, sooner or and shrimp are boiled.
sometimes use their eyes to locate
later you’ll see a Roseate Spoonbill
The last edition of Dr. Lowery’s and capture prey.
or two, or maybe even a small flock. book was published in 1974. At
Like their cousins, the ibises,
Heck, from time to time, they are that time, spoonbills were relatively Roseate Spoonbills fly with their
now reported around the city lakes common in extreme southwest necks straight. Egrets and herons
in Baton Rouge, especially in late Louisiana but rare elsewhere along fly with their necks curved.
summer and early fall following the Louisiana coast. Now they nest
Well, what about “r eal”
post spring breeding dispersal from well inland of the coast in Evangeline flamingos? They are about the
rookeries to the south and west.
Parish and a good distance from same size as and similar in color
The late George Lowery, Jr., the coast in St. Martin Parish and in to Roseate Spoonbills but very few
author of three editions of “Louisiana the northern Lake Maurepas area. flamingos, wild or escapees from
Birds”, described Roseate Spoonbills In addition, following breeding, wildlife parks, race tracks and
as follows. “…are almost incredible the birds disperse well into the zoos, have ever been recorded in
birds. Their pink and white general interior being found well up into the Louisiana. The highly specialized
color, highlighted by areas of vivid Mississippi River Valley.
bill with its short upper mandible
blood red on the breast, wings, and
What accounts for the expansion and large, bent at a right angle
lower belly, their long legs, and their of the range of the spoonbills? There lower mandible clearly separate
spoon-shaped bill, which is over six
any flamingo – some are pretty
inches long, make a flock of these
light colored – from the Roseate
birds a most spectacular sight….”
Spoonbill’s long, straight spoonRoseate Spoonbills don’t start
shaped bill. They fly with straight
out rose colored, nor do they have
necks. If you see a “real” flamingo,
long, spoon-shaped bill. The stuby
contact your nearest Louisiana
bill elongates as the fledglings
Department of Wildlife and
grow and color, almost white at
Fisheries office to report the bird!
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OFFICE PHONE
644-6538
559 SOUTH AIRLINE HIGHWAY
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EASL
Membership Registration
(Check the mailing label for the month & year of your expiration)

o New membership

o Renew membership

I am including my dues payment (make checks payable
to EASL and choose payment option below):
o $20 (annual)
o $200 (10 year)
o $400 (20 year)

hutch’s

hardware

propane • outdoor cooking
dutchtown mini storage
hwy 621 • 673-6276

Professional
grounds equipment

Name____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________
City/State/Zip____________________________________

Phone___________________________________________

Email____________________________________________
Mail membership application to East Ascension Sportsman's
League, P.O. Box 446, Gonzales, LA 70707
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Message From Our President
JULY NEWS LETTER
Hello again members of EASL. I hope
everyone had a nice 4th of July. Mine
was great. We had the usual barbecue
dinner and fireworks. Everyone was
wearing their red, white and blue. Happy
birthday America. It really makes you
think about what our forefathers had to
go through to make it possible for us to
have our own free country. Sometimes
because we have such freedom, we
don’t really think about it as much as
they must have. Can you imagen how
they must have felt. They must have
really had it bad. Then I think about the
few men that it took to come up with the
plan to start a new country. You know
they weren’t thinking politics. They just
knew that the right thing to do was what
the people wanted. Boy, where did that
kind of leadership go? I don’t really want
to talk about politics. That’s not really my
thing. It does make you think, though.
The men and women who started EASL
had the same will to do what the people
wanted back then too. It started out with
just a few getting together and grew

from that. It is also
kind of taken for
granted now-adays too. We still
have the same mission as always but
today’s fast pace lends little time for such
freedoms sometimes. We have a good
club with a good mission. We have good
people that are dedicated to keeping
it together and taking responsibility to
carrying on the work that the people who
came before us started. I’m not always
as willing to do what the president of this
club should do, like writing a news letter
article every month, but after I do it, it
makes me feel good. The whole idea of
volunteering for something turns most
people off, but if you think back of all the
things you may have volunteered for and
how much you really didn’t want to, at the
end of the day, when it was done, the
feeling you have is always good. Weird,
right? I hope to see all of you at the July
meeting. Thank you for your time.
Michael Lambert

The local way
to bank big.

The
The
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LOUISIANA RIFLE
SILHOUETTE TEAM REPORT

EASL Big Fish
Contest Contacts

By Dustin Flint
louisianasilhouette@gmail.com
225-719-1112
The June Small Bore Silhouette
match took place as scheduled last
month. The updated standings after
the June match are attached. With
four of the top 10 shooters missing the
match, there were several changes in
the standings. Yumi Domangue still
has the lead, but It's CLOSE.
The Lever Rifle club match was
Sunday, July 1, with the IHMSA
guys (International Handgun Metallic
Silhouette Association – www.ihmsa.
org). Lever Rifle silhouette was in
the morning and Highpower in the
afternoon. Both matches were in
Gonzales at the Ascension Sheriff’s
shooting range.
Contact EASL member Jerry
Tureau for additional information at
225-803-2773.

Deadline for entry is 7 days
after month end
To report weight for Big Bas
call Jim Hebert at 225-717-6037.
To report weight for Big Speckled Trout
call Warren Singer at 225-715-1707;
email: warren@icscla.com.

225-252-5969 or 985-513-8914
• Elevations (using an advanced, safe unified jacking system)
• House lifting and leveling
• Mobil home lifting and leveling
• New foundations, pilings, block, cement round and square
• Steps & decks
• We participate in all Federal and State Grant programs
• Licensed and Insured

“ WE DON’T TAKE HEAVY LIFTING LIGHTLY ”
gccgla.com

Bayou Metal Works
Michael Lambert
Owner
11500 Benton Frederic Rd.
St. Amant, LA 70774

(225) 644-3804
Fax (225) 644-6418
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East Ascension Sportsman’s League 58th Annual Kid’s Fishing Rodeo
Saturday, August 4, 2018
This is a free event for children ages 2-14
Twin Lakes Park
Off Highway 74 in Dutchtown
Well, here we are again in July, and it’s
time to get everything ready for our annual
kid’s fishing rodeo. We’ve been sending
out reminders for the last several months so
everyone can get ready for this fun day. We
hope that as parents, grandparents, etc. you
are looking forward to bringing your children
to experience this eventful day.
On Saturday August 4th, our day begins
at 6:30 AM, at Twin Lakes in Dutchtown.
Registration is 6:30 – 7:00 with fishing to
begin at 7:00 AM. There will be doughnuts
to eat for breakfast. You will fish until 9:00
AM and at that time you will weigh in your
catch of the day.
The fishing rodeo is open to all children
ages 2-14. You must have a cane pole or rod
and reel, and live bait. We will have crickets,
but you can bring any other live bait. Bring a
bucket to put your fish in for the weigh in. All
fish caught count, no matter how small. We
don’t keep turtles or other things you might
catch, only fish.
After the fishing is done, we will have
jambalaya and hot dogs to eat. At that time

SACS
western store

we will be tallying the results of the catch.
Once we have all the numbers we will give
out prizes. Every child there will receive a
prize.
We will be giving trophies for the biggest

125 South Burnside • Gonzales

(225) 647-2448

Gay Robert
Manager

Hours:
Mon-Sat 8-6

Joey Templet
Manager

aScenSion’S only full-fledGed weSTeRn, Tack, feed & peT SToRe!

fish and most fish in each age category. Also,
we will be giving bikes to a boy and a girl in
each age category.
I would like to thank those that come
out every year and help us with this event
and our many sponsors for their support.
Without each and every one of you doing
the things you are so good at, this would not
be possible. Thank you again and I hope to
see many of you there with your children or
grandchildren.
If you have any questions are just want to
help, my number is 225-571-4588. My e-mail
is bmworks@eatel.net. Or easlonline.org.
Thank you, Bettye Lambert
Chairman Kid’s Fishing Rodeo
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EASL BASS CLUB NEWS
By: Jim Hebert

George Valentine and Cameron Koenig win out the Ditch

When Cameron and George came
up to the scale with their bag of fish we
could tell that it looked heavy. When
they dumped them into the basket,
everyone else knew they were only
hoping for 2nd place.
The EASL Bass Club met at the
Gonzales Fire Dept. June 12th to
plan the upcoming tournament on
June 16th. Before the meeting got
started we enjoyed a delicious dinner
prepared for us by Eddie Bowman
and his wife. We had shrimp fettuccini,
salad, French bread, drinks, followed
up by a blueberry pie. Thanks Eddie. George Valentine & Cameron Koenig with winning stringer
It was enjoyed by all.
We called the meeting to order and everyone go one at a time at safe
asked for nominations for location daylight.
It looked like a 50/50 split between
for the Tournament. The nominations
boats
heading south and north.
were Bayou Black, Spillway Public
We
went north and stopped at our
Landing and the “Ditch”. After the
first
stop
only to find it choked up
first round of voting, we again had a
with
duck
seed. We fished it anyway
run-off between the Spillway and the
and
managed
only one keeper there
Ditch, and the Ditch was the winning
before
continuing
to plan B. We kept
location. After that we voted for a 3:00
thinking
we
would
move but every
PM weigh in time.
time
we
thought
that,
we would catch
Jim and Warren Hebert were the
another
keeper.
We
managed
to get
lucky ones chosen to the weigh
our
limit
and
cull
a
few
of
them
during
masters.
We then had a discussion about the the rest of the day. I think we caught
“Boston Butt” fund raiser by the Fire everything on spinner bait.
By 3:00 PM everyone had returned
Department, and asked the members
t o t he landing and
to consider purchasing
loaded their boats. We
a ticket to assist them
got the scale set up
in raising much needed
and waited for the fish
funds.
to be brought in. There
The meeting was
were a lot of fish caught
adjourned and
during this tournament.
everyone helped clean
Every one of the teams
up before we left for
brought a limit to the
the night.
scales. I don’t remember
Saturday Morning
this happening in recent
was a warm and muggy
time. I know everyone
kind of day. Everyone
must have enjoyed their
launched and left the
day on the water.
ditch to gather in the
When t he weigh
Avoca Island Cutof f
i
n
was complete I
Donald
Braud
with
7.32
lb.
Bass
caught
for the take-off. I let
on Toledo Bend
announced the winners.

Bryan Gonzales & Micha Mire, second place & Big Bass
at 4.44 lbs.

First place was the team of George
Valentine and his grandson, Cameron
Koenig with a “no doubt about it” bag
of fish that weighed in at 13.90 lbs.
Second place was won by Micha
Mire and Bryan Gonzales with a large
limit that weighed in at 12.44 lbs. They
also won Big Bass and the side pot with
their largest fish that weighed 4.44 lbs.

Ryan & Murray Alexander 3rd Place

Third place with a nice limit including
a 4 pounder, was won by the FatherSon team of Murray and Ryan
Alexander with their 10.91 lbs.
Congratulations to the winners of the
June Tournament. Our next event is on
July 14th. For more information about
the EASL Bass Club you can visit the
website at www.easlonline.org.

From the Scrapbook – Around early-mid 1960's
submitted by Warren Singer

289 YOUNGSTERS PARTICIPATE IN FISHIGN RODEO
The day was cold and dark and dreary. It rained and the wind was ever weary. Well, it
started out that way, but in spite of its beginning, it ended on a note of grandeur. The cool air
and the early morning shower did not dampen the spirit of the 289 youngsters who registered
for the fishing contest Saturday morning. The fish were a little uncooperative during the early
hours but as the day got warmer the fishing got better and by the time the contest was over,
the bream particularly were doing very well. Fishing contest winners were as follows: the
biggest fish caught, Brad Carpenter, 1 pound 13 ounces catfish, the most fish caught by a girl
Dophine Guice, 90; the most fish caught by a boy Bennie Costelle 71; in age group 0-7 years,
winners were: most fish caught, Lana Carpenter 36; biggest fish caught Jill Wackett 1 pound
2 ounce catfish. In the 8-11 age group the biggest fish was caught by Jennifer Longa 1 pound
10 ounces Catfish, and the most fish caught was by Denise Guice 56. In the larger group 12
to 14 years the most fish was caught by Kerry Bourque 15 and the largest fish by Douglas Diez
1 pound 8 ounce Catfish. Grand prize winners of gift certificates were to Steve Broussard and
Susan Rasberry. Drinks Consumed 60 gallons, Cookies consumed 2250. No. of registrants
289; Total fish caught 578; Hot dogs consumed 630. To the many, many, people of the area
who were responsible for making this annual outing a success the East Ascension Sportsmen
League offer their heartfelt thanks.
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2018 EASL Terry Melancon Saltwater Challenge Report
By Torrey Hayden, Chairman
13 teams participated with a total
of 37 participants Winners:
FIVE LARGEST SPECKLED
TROUT –
1st Place Team, “Road Side
Trash” – 9.08 pounds; 2nd Place
Team, “Bama Toad Stranglers
Hayden Boys” – 6.55 pounds
LARGEST TROUT – “Bama Toad
Stranglers Hayden Boys” – 2.20
pounds
TWO BIGGEST REDFISH
UNDER 27 INCHES 1st Place “Bama Toad Stranglers”
– 8.89 pounds; 2nd Place “Bama
Toad Stranglers Hayden Boys”
5.15 pounds
BIGGEST RED ANY LENGTH –
“Black Knight” – 17.54 pounds
BIGGEST FLOUNDER –
“Bama Toad Stranglers Hayden
Boys” - .58 pounds
OTHER THAN ABOVE FISH –
“Cro-Slit” – Black Drum – 20.82
pounds
CAJUN SLAM –
“Bama Toad Stranglers Hayden
Boys” 5.67 pounds

The recent EASL Saltwater
Challenge presented the most
challenging fishing conditions in
recent memory. Many teams spent
days in Grand Isle figuring out
where the fish were not. People
who fished normal summertime
patterns did not do very well. A
strong southwest wind had been
blowing consistently for a week
prior to tournament day.
Three Teams won seven of
nine awards fishing within a few
hundred yards of each other. Two
teams were in small boats and
one fished from the bank. The two
teams in boats, combined, used
about a cupful of gas. Everyone
that goes to Grand Isle must drive
right past the area and probably
thinks it would be a great place
to fish but never does. Good
fisherman un-lock the mystery of
where fish are. Catching fish is
not the hard part. Finding fish that
are willing to bite is the hard part.
Black Knight, Road Side Trash and
Bama Toad Stranglers Hayden
Boys came up with a similar game
plan that produced.
Many participants stepped up to

Goosie Guice, Craig Thomas, Barney Callahan and others cleaning fish for fish fry

make the event nice for everyone.
For Friday’s jambalaya meal,
Warren Singer organized a cooking
crew that did a fantastic job.
Vince Diez Jr’s fish fry team did a
spectacular job once again on the
Saturday night fish fry. Tawanda
Ridley and Craig Thomas added
a very special touch by providing
door prize gift bags. To close the
evening our own EASL Trio of
Vince Diez Jr., Barney Callahan
and Goosie Guice performed a
musical ensemble for everyone
to enjoy.
The Bama Toad Strangler teams
are contemplating retiring from the
event so here are some thoughts
that have proved successful for
us over the years. We have been
fortunate and have won something
every year we participated. There
are seven different paying divisions
two of them paying 1st and 2nd
place. Find a small area that
holds trout, redfish and flounder.
Trout fish until 9:00 then go after
redfish and flounder the rest of the
day. The best trout bite is usually
early. Redfish and flounder will
bite all day if you can find them.

Joe Hayden insuring his life jacket is operational

EASL Musical Trio

Don’t waste a lot of time boat riding
unless you just like to ride in a boat.
Every minute spent going from one
spot to another is one less minute
available to catch a fish. This year
the Bama Toad Stranglers Hayden
Boys Team anchored in one spot
and won 5 of the 9 paying places.
Think out of the box. You only
need five trout, two redfish under
27 inches and a flounder to win all

but two of the categories. Don’t
focus on catching a limit if you
expect to win. A limit is nice for
a meat haul but seldom results
in a tournament victory. Lastly
and most important go in with the
attitude you have a good game
plan, stick to it, focus on your
targets and do not deviate from
the time schedule. Expect to win.

Team Bama Toad Stranglers Hayden Boys - Big Winners - Joe Hayden (Dad) - Torrey
Hayde, Caleb Hayden (brothers)
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The local way to bank big.
to bank big.
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866.505.3736
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UCBANKING.COM
UCBANKING.COM

ALL’APERTO
UPHOLSTERY & DESIGN
225-505-6969 / www.allapertodesign.com

We replace and/or repair boat, car, truck, ATV and motorcycle seats, travel trailers, motor
homes and indoor or outdoor furniture seats/cushions. Free estimates. 30 years experience.
GINO AND STACY BAZILE, OWNERS

Sorrento Lumber
Company, Inc.
Building Materials & Ready-Mix Concrete

Mike Stafford

PO BOX 146 | 9563 AIRLINE HWY.
SORRENTO, LA 70778
sorrentolumber.com

Office (225) 675-5375
FAX (225) 675-6507
CELL (225) 955-2526
1-800-693-3108
mikelstafford@yahoo.com

MEMBER FDIC

UCBANKING.COM

MEMB
MEMBER FDIC
E

866.505.3736

Fresh

UCBANKING.COM
866.505.3736
Ideas • WebsItes •MEMBER
Logos • FDIC
brandIng

UCBANKING.COM

CreatIve
FreshDesigns,FullyDressed

graphIc desIgn • dIgItaL MarKetIng
UCBANKING.COM
MEMBER FDIC
e-neWsLetters • copyWrItIng + More
MEMBER FDIC

Discounts for EASL & LWF
Members & Advertisers

(504) 723-0240 | jon@nola-creative.com | nola-creative.com
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LET'S TALK ABOUT IT
by

Goosie Guice

HOW TIMES HAVE CHANGED

The Baton Rouge area lost one
of its most famous people of all
times this past winter. Bill Black,
known by most of us as Buckskin
Bill passed away at 88 years of
age. Most of us in my age group
grew up enjoying the kindness and
character of this gentle giant. After
his passing, WBRZ aired a thirty
minute special on the life and times
of the Buckskin Bill broadcast. As
I viewed the program, so many
great memories came to mind. The
decoration of the studio in which
so many young girls and boys
enjoyed for so long really caught
my attention. The background
sported an old rifle, a buck mount,
a couple animal skins, some steel
traps and an American flag. I
wonder how this setting would be
accepted by some of our society
at this day and time. The influence
that the experience had on us as

by saving pennies.
This world wasn't perfect
then, it ain't now, and it most
likely never will be. But I
do believe my generation
(who by the way could play
Cowboys and Indians with
cap guns) came away with
better values of life than what's
being accepted today. As
weatherman Mike Graham

young kids was a good one. We
were brought up to enjoy, use and
respect these gifts of life to the
fullest. The skins on the wall didn't
reflect that the setting was against
animals. As many people recall,
Buckskin Bill was a major force
in the development of the Baton
Rouge Zoo. He also encouraged
Baton Rouge area children to help
save money for the zoo's first two
elephants, Penny and Penny Too

Sportsman Comic Corner

quoted on t he broadcast in
memory of our gentle giant "The
world suffers greatly for the loss
of such a person", is such a true
statement. Buckskin will be missed
along with his attitude and values
of life....
Till Next Time,
"Thanks Buckskin Bill",
James "Goosie" Guice

NOTICE – WE NEED YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
Are you receiving emails from the East Ascension Sportsman’s League? If not, we
likely do no have your current email address.
To be sure, please go to our website, easlonline.org and look at the bottom right side
of the home page. You will see an application to type in your email address and your full
name. (You do not have to be a current member to receive our notices, but we encourage
everyone to sign up and also purchase a membership; see Membership Application in
this paper).
This is important so that we may send out notices of events, changes, cancellations,
etc. Thanks to our web site designer, Jon Hebert of NLX Media, we now have a bulk
email software product to notify all membership at once.
Thanks, EASL Board

EASL Wild Game Recipe

LOUISIANA ALLIGATOR CREOLE STEW

(Courtesy of the Louisiana Seafood Promotion & Marketing Board)
Ingredients:
2 lbs. La. Alligator, cut into 1-Inch cubes
1 Tbsp. Canola OiI
2 Tbsp. Garlic, minced
1 cup Onions, small dice
3/4 cup Green Bell Peppers, small dice
½ cup Celery, small dice
1/2 cup White Wine
3 cups Chicken Stock
24 oz. Canned Diced Tomatoes
1½ cups Potatoes, medium dice
1 Tbsp. Dried Thyme
1 Tbsp. Dried Oregano
1 Bay leaf
1/8 tsp. Cayenne
2 tsp. Original TABASCO® Brand Pepper
Sauce
1 tsp. Worcestershire Sauce
Salt & Pepper
1/4 lb. Butter
1 cup Green Onions, chopped
1 Baguette, sliced & toasted

Heat canola oil in 8-quart stock pot over
medium-high heat. Add garlic, onions,
green peppers and celery. Cook for 6-8
minutes, until onions are translucent and
vegetables are tender.
Add white wine, chicken stock, tomatoes,
thyme, oregano, bay leaf, cayenne,
Tabasco® and Worcestershire. Season to
taste with salt and pepper. Bring to simmer
and cook for 5 minutes.
Add Louisiana Alligator cubes to stew.
Cover and simmer for 45 minutes. Add
butter and green onions to stew and stir

until butter melts. Remove bay leaf. Serve
with sliced, toasted baguette.

It’sIt’s
your
escape
from
the rest
a way
of life
– your
life. of the world.
It’sIt’s
your
passion.
your
escape from the rest of the world.
Protecting
is ours.
It’s your itpassion.
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Protecting it is ours.
John “Charlie” Lieux

Owner/Operator

It’s Not Just a Boat.
It’s a way of life – your life.
It’s your escape from the rest of the world.
It’s your passion.
Protecting it is ours.

14512 Harry Savoy Road
Office: (225) 622-3697
St. Amant, LA 70774
jclppc@eatel.net

It’s Not Just a Boat.
It’s a way of life – your life.
It’s your escape from the rest of the world.
It’s your passion.
Protecting it is ours.

Jerry’s boat shop
Michael Lanoux
225-644-3797

Jerry Lanoux

11178 E. Lanoux Road • Gonzales, LA 70737

petit’s
body
shop
Locally Owned
& Operated
By Lionel Petit
petit@eatel.net

Let us customize a boat policy that’s just right for you.

LetCall
ustoday
customize
a boatinsurance
policyquote.
that’s just right for you.
for a free personalized
Call
for a freeapersonalized
insurance
quote.for you.
Lettoday
us customize
boat policy that’s
just right

Call
today for a free personalized insurance quote.
Harry Robert Insurance Agency

Let us customize a boat policy that’s just
725 EAright
ST CORNERVIEWfor you.
GONZALES, LA 70737
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EASL BOARD MEETING
June 18, 2018

Present: Herb Finnerty,
Darlene Bourgeois, Barney
Callahan, Goosie Guice,
Warren Hebert, Kevin Diez,
Vince Diez Jr., Mike Lambert.
Guests Thad Bellow, Bettye
Lambert
Mike Lambert called the
meeting to order at 6 pm.
Barney Callahan is working
on the July guest speaker.
Vince Diez Jr. is working on
the July meal sponsor.
Barney reported that some
past due advertisers have
paid up but there are still
four advertisers in arrears.
T h e Te r r y M e l a n c o n
Memorial Saltwater
Challenge on Grand Isle
is all set to be held next
weekend.
Mike Lambert announced

that a moment of silence
would be observed for the
passing of Mr. Joe L. Herring.
T h a d B e l l ow a s k e d i f
EASL would renew their
sponsorship for the Ascension
4-H Shooting Sports program.
A decision was tabled until
the July board meeting since
so many board members
were absent.
Barney spoke on the new
research results on the use
of Kaput in the use of hog
eradication. More info will
be coming.
Kevin Diez asked if the
group from the Saltwater
Challenge could send him
results and pictures to be
posted on Paradise Louisiana.
Meeting adjourned.

ASCENSION EQUIPMENT & RENT-ALL
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF!

DINGO

Tested. Proven. Ʋnbeatable™

Great Expectations $0 Down & 0% Financing up to 60 Months
on select models
KUBOTA & JOHN DEERE
SALES EVENT
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John Deere
Z335E
Z

More than eighty
percent of baby alligators fall
victim to wading birds, raccoons,
bobcats, otters, snakes, large
bass and even larger alligators.
Once an alligator exceeds four
feet, it is relatively safe from
predators, but may still be
vulnerable to cannibalism.

RSX
RSX 850i
850i

$$2,4991

Comfortable Operation, Mowing Precision, On-theKubota
sppot turning, and Exceptional build quality.
RTV 1100
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Tractor
“It’s
a Whole New

“It’s a Whole New
Species
No Interest if Paid in Full within
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months***18a

“Experience the Rugged
Automatic transmission, Cast-iron front axle, and Edge
Luxury
of the
RTV 1100”
Cutting System gives superior performance.

*WAC

13173 Airline Hwy. | Gonzales, LA 70737
225.647.5881 | www.ascensionequipment.com

***Offer ends 8/2/16 1 Offer ends 08/02/2016. Prices and model
availability may vary by dealer. Some restrictions apply; other special
rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and
other financing options. Available at participating dealers.18 For
consumer use only. Interest will be charged to your account from
the purchase date at 17.9% APR if the purchase balance is not paid
in full within 12 months or if your account is otherwise in default.
aSubject to approved credit on Revolving plan, a service of John Deere
Financial, f.s.b. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms
may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing
options. Available at participating dealers. Prices and models may vary
by dealer. Valid only at participating US Dealers.
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CASUAL OBSERVATIONS
"OUT OF(FromPLACE"
- Rebuttal
a Buffalo, NY perspective)
Submitted by Erin O'Brian, subject of the July Casual Observations Column by Torrey Hayden

My adventure started when my co-worker asked me if I wanted
to go on a fishing trip to Grand Isle, LA with some of his old college
buddies…. What could go wrong with that, I thought, and I was
all in for the trip! My planning started with some ground rules
from fellow Toad buddies Len and Torrey.
1. Don’t smile… you have braces on your teeth and they’ll
know you’re not from the South.
2. Don’t talk… you’re a yankee and from your accent they’ll
know you’re not from the South.
3. Grow a dang scruffy beard so they think you’re from the
South.
4. Remember… Don’t talk!
With those tips in mind, I fly into NOLA to be picked up at the
airport for my Louisiana Limo ride to GI! Len and the Alabama crew
were in transit as I met Torrey outside the airport… Now each
of us knew immediately who each other was by description and
though I may have looked nervous and puzzled, I was comforted
by the welcoming smile that Torrey greeted me with at the truck.
As I went to get in, Torrey politely said, “Nah, you sit in the boat”
as he laughed. Overwhelmed by the smell once in the truck, the
boat may have been a better option! My anticipation of hitting
the water helped me get used to the smell quickly.
Now we were on the road and heading through town and
we made 2 stops. One was at a questionable roadside spot in
the middle of nowhere where Torrey got out, bought a bag of
something, and returned to the truck. Jutting his hand out towards
me he said “Try’em, they’re Cracklins!!!” Sitting there reluctantly
and questioning what I was about to try, I jammed my hand in
the bag and tried them. They weren’t bad, but I was mortified to
find out they were “fresh” fried pork skins. I mean how fresh could
they be on a 95 degree muggy day in the middle of nowhere, with
no refrigerator in sight….
After that we continued down the road and as I was amazed
by the different scenery, Torrey was quick to provide me with
information about the area and to point out the Kudzu that seems
to be overtaking a lot of the trees and the water hyacinth clogging

up some of the waterways. And then out of nowhere appear an
establishment like an oasis in the desert, a drive thru daiquiri stand!
What in the heck is this! Don’t they have drinking and driving laws
in Louisiana? Well I wasn’t about to turn down a 44 oz. daiquiri,
so we got two and continued down the road. Next thing I know I
see flashing lights and sirens and immediately considered running
for my life to avoid what I figured would end up with the two of us
behind bars…. I’m too pretty for that life! Then Torrey told me to
just sit there and not to speak (Rule #1) and he performed some
voodoo magic sort of conversation with the officer, by the way who
never questioned to 2 extra-large cups of alcohol we had in our
hands and he let us go. WHERE AM I?!?! It was the most bizarre
interaction I was ever involved in.
After a long drive and good conversation, we ended up at Barry’s
fishing camp. I was glad to see Len and meet the other guys and
ready to get my Fish On’!!! Little did I know, I wouldn’t eat at all
that night and that the only thing going into my stomach was
“Whiskey dranks” courtesy of James! Then while sitting in the
kitchen enjoying the conversation, the front door busts open and
there this guy standing there hooting and hollering and he kicks
off his boots, one of them damn near striking me in the head. It
was Barry, the camp owner. He sits down laughing and talking
(and I didn’t understand a word he said) and he pulls a knife out
and points it at me and says “What you laughin’ at boy!?!” pauses
for a second and say, “I’m just @#$@in’ with ya!” Needless to say,
this wasn’t how we do introductions back home. hahaha
After finishing a few more drinks my head hit the pillow at 1
AM. Imagine my surprise when I was woken up at 4 AM (Still half
drunk) by a bunch of guys telling me to get up and put on a healthy
dose of Boudreaux’s Butt Paste. My fight or flight instinct kicked
in real quick and I started weighing my option. The boys must
have seen the horror in my eyes because they started explaining
real quick about salt water, chaffing, fishing… and who knows
what other nonsense they were spewing. Well, my refusal of the
Boudreaux’s was quite possibly the worst decision in a very long
time! 12+ hours on the salt water, a bathing suit liner that I’m

convinced was made from 80 grit sand paper and I received the
worst chaffing imaginable between my thighs!!! Looking back, I can
still see the look of pure enjoyment on my crews faces as I walked
as if I had a lit torch between my legs burning uncontrollably. In
hindsight, I should have listened to their questionable guidance.
Rewinding a bit, back to the early hours of the morning, I was
absolutely starving when JD shouted, “Some eggs will make you
feel better!” Finally some food… I turn my head to see a cold can
of beer hurled in my direction…. “They’ll be a bit runny, but they’ll
do!” Needless to say, there was no food in my immediate future,
just beer and into the truck we piled for the shoreline!
Arriving at the shore with gear, bait and beer, we were ready
for the world! Sitting in the front seat with Torrey and JD it became
very apparent that y’all don’t play by the same set of driving rules
as us NY’ers…. Where I’m from vehicles don’t drive themselves….
Here we were, driving peacefully on the shoreline, then Torrey starts
shouting excitedly, opens his door and dives out of the moving
vehicle!!! What in God’s name is wrong with him!? He didn’t skip
a beat, he barrel rolled, jumped up and grabbed a rod, sprinted
into the water and starts casting and ripping out fish!!!! Where
the heck am I? This is caveman stuff! (Amazing caveman stuff!!!)
Later in the day as we settled into fishing, we decided to count
our haul. Each of us had stringers full of specks and flounder from
our days efforts, … Little did I know that as I was standing waist
deep that I was feeding the damn crab population with what
earlier had been a stringer full of fish, but was now non-existent.
That’s when I was handed the crab net and told to make myself
useful and to use the remaining heads to catch the crabs for a boil
later. After a few hours and a cooler full of crab, it was going to

be a feast! Well it was a feast for everyone except for me! I didn’t
know how to crack’em and eat them, but everyone else did and
from the mounds of shells in front of them, they didn’t look up long
enough from cramming crab in their faces to realize my struggle
and then they were gone!!!!! This is Day 2 of not eating followed
by more whiskey dranks!!!
The next morning came early again and this time I applied the
Boudreaux’s heavily to my nether region! JD provided more runny
eggs (beer), a half-eaten melted peanut butter bar from the truck
and it was tournament time! After fishing for a little while, it
became apparent that JD and I must have needed naps because
we spent half the day sleeping in the chair instead of pulling fish
out of the water! I am pretty sure I can blame my falling asleep on
dehydration and not being fed for 2 days! I was anxiously awaiting
the evening festivities because I knew that I would finally get to
eat something at the tournament party. Man that Cajun cooking
was amazing! I was fitting in fine, talking with other fishermen
and everything was great until I commented on how spicy the
jambalaya was with the andouille sausage! Then all hell broke
loose. I pronounced it “andale” (on-da-lay) and the guys laughed
until they almost cried. “What are you, that little Mexican mouse,
Speedy Gonzales!?!? ,Andale, Andale!!!” Followed by more laughter.
Then they called a bunch of their buddies over and asked me to
repeat what I said… This time I said it right, thanks to Len’s help.
It’s always fun to make people laugh, even if it’s being laughed at.
All kidding aside from the truly scary and questionable events
listed about, my favorite part of the trip was really how friendly
and welcoming everyone was, even if I was out of my element
and out of my comfort zone. We had a lot of fun, a lot of fish
and beer were slayed and I met some great people. I did return 1
other time in 2011 and I felt a lot more comfortable (this 2nd trip
could be another follow-up article full of stories…)! I will be back
again in the next couple of years and I hope to bring my son with
me and show him how people enjoy the good life, enjoy nature
and truly live! I hope that next time I come down, the original cut
that the army core of engineers filled in will be opened back up so
we can return to our original fishing hole! If any of you are on
Facebook, check out our team group page by going to Groups
and searching for Alabama Toad Stranglers. There is a bunch
of pictures posted from various trips, but specifically my 2009
and 2011 trips for the Saltwater Challenge.
Erin O’Brien
Akron, NY (Buffalo)
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