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Guest Speaker D. TODD BAKER, Biologist and Manager with LDWF

Todd Baker is the
Coastal Resource
Scientist Manager and
a Biologist with LDWF.
H is re sp o n sibi l i ti es
include managing
coastal WMAs, Refuges,
and wildlife, which he
has been doing for 17
years. Mr. Baker will
give a presentation on
the 50 year anniversary
of the brown pelican
restoration effort in
Louisiana and outline
the plans for future work,
such as restoration of
Queen Bess Island.

The EASL Meeting
Held every 3rd Monday of the month at

The Gonzales Fire Department
724 Orice Roth Road, Gonzales, LA 70737

Monday, February 18, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.
Meal sponsored by:

Thad Bellow of Fins to Feathers Taxidermy
9275 Hwy. 22, St. Amant, LA 70774, 225-675-6276

February 2019

February 2019 News Letter

Fellow members of EASL this month has brought us
to a new meeting place. We have reached an agreement
with the fire station on Orice Roth Rd. I think this is going
to be great. I haven’t seen the place yet, but Mrs. Jodie
Singer says it is perfect. I hope to see a lot more people
there for our meetings. It has more room for people and
more room for parking so come out and check it out and
bring someone with you. This is the next step to getting
things back to the way it was before the flood. I would
like to say again how great it was of Chef K.D. to offer the
use of his place for the last two and a half years allowing
the club to keep going on seamlessly and for all his great
meals that he prepared for us all. It has really been nice
but we have to move towards bigger things.
Moving on to other things now. At our last meeting I
announced that we will be needing another news paper
editor. I can’t thank Mr. David Miles enough for the job he
has been doing. The paper has really never been better. He
has worked out a good method to get all the information
to the printers on time and has offered to teach his
replacement the in and outs of the whole operation. With
that said I am asking any of you who thinks they could help
would come forward and volunteer your services. Please
take this chance to help a good cause. Believe me, you
will get as much out of your service to this than you put

in to it. Think about it please. You are needed greatly. It’s
just a few hours a month. It seems like it is getting harder
and harder to get people to volunteer for anything but that
is what keeps clubs like ours going. We all must do our
part. A few months back I ask for all the members at the
meeting who had served as an officer or board member
to raise their hand and about half the room raise their
hand. I know you probably think you don’t want to do it,
but once you have and you’ve had the time to look back,
you are glad you took the time to do something good.
Join us Feb. 18th. It’s Presidents’ Day. You don’t have
to buy me any gift are anything. Just show up for our first
meeting at our new location and enjoy the fellowship and
a good meal by our old friend Mr. Todd Braud who has
cooked for EASL for years. The winners of the big bass for
the year 2018 will be announced. Thank you for your time.
Yours truly, Michael Lambert

Sportsman’s Calendar
Feb. 18

Board Meeting, 6pm

Feb. 18
March 23
May 18
June 8
Aug. 4
Oct. 5

EASL Regular Meeting, 7pm (3rd Mon.)
Silhouette Match (4th Saturday)
EASL Pan Fish Rodeo (tentative date)
Terry Melancon Salt Water Challenge
EASL Kid's Fishing Rodeo (tentative)
EASL Squirrel Rodeo
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The East Ascension Sportsman
P.O. Box 446 • Gonzales, LA 70707

Published Monthly by The East Ascension Sportsman League (EASL)

Subscription Rates:

$20 per year including EASL membership
Advertising Monthly Rates:
$10.00 for 1/8 Page; $20.00 for 1/4 Page;
$40.00 for 1/2 Page; $80.00 for Full Page
Newspaper Staff:
Editor: David Miles, editor@easlonline.org
Manager & Advertising Sales: Robbie Lambert
Contributing Writers: Goosie Guice, Jim Hebert, Jay Huner, Jodie Singer,
David Miles, Lyle Johnson & Torrey Hayden

2018 EASL Officers

President: Mike Lambert
1st V.P.: Barney Callahan
2nd V.P.: Herb Finnerty
3rd V.P.: Vince Diez, Jr.
Treasurer: Jodie Singer
Secretary: Warren Singer

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING
AND REMODELING SUPPLIES
OFFICE PHONE
644-6538
559 SOUTH AIRLINE HIGHWAY
GONZALES, LA 70737

EASL
Membership Registration
(Check the mailing label for the month & year of your expiration)

o New membership

o Renew membership

I am including my dues payment (make checks payable
to EASL and choose payment option below):
o $20 (annual)
o $200 (10 year)
o $400 (20 year)

hutch’s

hardware

propane • outdoor cooking
dutchtown mini storage
hwy 621 • 673-6276

Professional
grounds equipment

Name____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________
City/State/Zip____________________________________

Phone___________________________________________

Email____________________________________________
Mail membership application to East Ascension Sportsman's
League, P.O. Box 446, Gonzales, LA 70707
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2018 YOUTH HUNTER OF THE YEAR CONTEST

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), the Louisiana Wildlife Federation and the
Louisiana Outdoor Writers Association are seeking submissions for the 2018 Youth Hunter of the Year
contest. The contest is open to Louisiana boys and girls ages 15 and younger.
Did you have a special hunt this past year? Harvested your first game animal or bird? Maybe just a
hunting trip made great by sharing time in the outdoor with family and friends? Regardless, you could be
a candidate for our male and female Youth Hunter of the Year contest.
Youth Hunters of the Year will receive a plaque in recognition of their achievement and a gift certificate
from Bowie Outfitters. The two winners will also be recognized at the Governor's State Conservation
Achievement Awards Banquet in April.
Contest sponsors include Baton Rouge Chapter of Delta Waterfowl, South Louisiana Branch of Quality
Deer Management Association, Andrew Harrison with Harrison Law, LLC, Bowie Outfitters - Baton Rouge,
and Outdoor Roots.
Download the registration form at https://lawildlifefed.org/wp-content/uploads/2018-Youth-Hunter-flyerwith-correx.pdf
Entrants must submit the registration form along with a photograph and story describing the hunt. Entries
must be postmarked by March 9, 2019. Applications can be sent by mail or submitted electronically.
For more information on this program and how to apply, contact John Sturgis at 337-948-0255 or jsturgis@
wlf.la.gov or Rebecca Triche at 225-344-6707 or Rebecca@lawildlifefed.org .

Sportsman Comic Corner
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EASL Big
Fish Contest
Contacts

Diez, Dupuy & Ruiz, LLC

1124 S Burnside Ave Ste 200B
Gonzales, LA 70737
Telephone: (225) 228-5800
Fax: (225) 644-9530

https://www.ddrcpas.com/

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Take a proactive approach to your financial needs.
Richard Gautreau with 5.93# Bass
winner for January

Deadline for entry is 7 days
after month end
To report weight for Big Bass
call Jim Hebert at 225-7176037.
To report weight for Big
Speckled Trout
call Warren Singer at 225-715-1707;
email: warren@icscla.com.

225-252-5969 or 985-513-8914
• Elevations (using an advanced, safe unified jacking system)
• House lifting and leveling
• Mobil home lifting and leveling
• New foundations, pilings, block, cement round and square
• Steps & decks
• We participate in all Federal and State Grant programs
• Licensed and Insured

“ WE DON’T TAKE HEAVY LIFTING LIGHTLY ”
gccgla.com

Bayou Metal Works
Michael Lambert
Owner
11500 Benton Frederic Rd.
St. Amant, LA 70774

(225) 644-3804
Fax (225) 644-6418
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GREAT KISKADEE – OUR GOLDEN KINGFISHER LOOK-A-LIKE

Jay V. Huner, Louisiana Ecrevisse, Boyce, LA

warming? Well,
If you’re an
satsumas, tangerines,
East Ascension
and lemons are now
Sportsman’s League
well established in
member, you’ve most
central Louisiana
likely grown up with
where I currently live.
Belted Kingfishers,
No one would have
medium-sized birds
planted these citrus
with distinct silhouettes
crops in the region in
resting on snags
this 1950s when I was
above water. They’re
growing up in Baton
basically big-headed,
Rouge.]
squat, blue and white
Kiskadees are very
birds (females with
popular birds with
both reddish brown
birders in south Texas.
and blue breast rings)
They come readily
with distinct bills. Well,
to feeders featuring
imagine a kingfishersuet cakes and peanut
shaped bird with a
Great Kiskadee photo
butter concoctions.
brilliant golden yellow
breast and striking rufous wings, back and They’ll eat bread and pet food as well. Their
tail. Top that with a black face mask with white gaudy colors, raucous calls, and “in your face”
stripes above and below the mask as well as behavior make them great fun to watch.
So, where do Great Kiskadees nest? They
its head topped with a yellow crown above a
nest in completely enclosed nests, often in
black stripe.
I’ve just described a Great Kiskadee, a live oak trees. Constructed with grass, weeds,
reasonably rare, but breeding bird in coastal strips of bark, Spanish moss, and other plant
Louisiana. This beautiful “flycatcher” is fibers and lined with fine grasses, the nests
recorded now most years from Calcasieu and are quite bulky and about 3 feet in diameter.
Cameron parishes in southwest Louisiana, But, you can be looking directly at the nest,
but found as well in Vermilion Parish and you can miss them because they blend in so
well with the interior area of the tree crowns
sometimes in Jefferson Parish.
Great Kiskadees are omnivorous birds. If where they are built. There is one entrance on
it moves and is small enough, they’ll eat it. the side of the nest.
If you’re looking for kiskadees, they can
They even catch small fish and other aquatic
creatures like kingfishers do. And, of course, be found in streamside thickets, tree groves,
and orchards. They readily associate with
they do “flycatch”.
Great Kiskadees are not quiet, retiring birds. humans and are found in towns. In fact, the
They readily announce their presence with a first successful nest in Louisiana was located
high penetrating “kiss-ka-dee, kiss-ka-dee”. several years ago in a live oak tree in a RV
Like the Killdeer, these birds “call their names”. Park in Sulphur, Louisiana! One life history
report states that the birds are found most
If there is a kiskadee around, you’ll know it.
Why don’t we see more kiskadees here and commonly in open woodlands near water, but
there? Well, they’re tropical/semi-tropical birds. may occur in any habitat with good-sized trees.
Only in recent decades have temperatures However, they are currently at low densities in
risen enough for the birds to invade Louisiana Louisiana so it’s probably best to check with
moving northward from coastal Texas and the birder friends who can help you to locate likely
places to search for kiskadees.
lower Rio Grande Valley.
[So, you say the climate hasn’t been

SACS
western store

125 South Burnside • Gonzales

(225) 647-2448
Gay Robert
Manager

Hours:
Mon-Sat 8-6

Joey Templet
Manager

aScenSion’S only full-fledGed weSTeRn, Tack, feed & peT SToRe!
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EASL BASS CLUB NEWS
By: Jim Hebert

Dirk Anderson & Brandt Fairchild win January Tournament
Brandt Fairchild busts "Big Bass Jackpot"

of fishing Saturday
Some members of the EASL
due to illness on top
Bass Club have not won a
of the expected bad
Tournament yet much less busted
weather)
the Big Bass Jackpot. That was not
Saturday morning
a problem for Dirk and Brandt as
13 boats arrived at the
they achieved both in their very
launch anticipating a
first tournament as new members.
windy and wet day.
The EABC started the year off in
A large front was set
January with their banquet at the
to pass through at
Gonzales Fire Department.
around 9:00 AM with
We signed up 22 members
possibility of strong
that night including several new
storms and high
members as well.
winds.
We got started by enjoying a
Dirk Anderson & Brandt Fairchild with winning
All in all, the
delicious meal of Pastalaya, potato
stringer
weather was not as
AOY rankings. Thank you
salad and drinks. Our cook for
the evening was Dirk Anderson. Brandt Fairchild with Big Bass at 5.58 lbs. Warren Hebert for being bad as predicted and everybody was glad of that. The fish
the outstanding partner cooperated too so most of
Thank you for cooking for us Dirk.
the teams had a good day of
Mike opened the meeting with Donald Braud awarding that you are!
Mike took nominations for Tournament location. We had fishing. I think most everyone
Jim Hebert with the 2018 Angler of the Year jacket and
check. I want to acknowledge my fishing partner who was two nominations including the Ditch and Bayou Segnette. fished the upper side from the
in the boat with me in every tournament except one. I could Once again, the ditch won out. We then voted on a 3:00 PM ditch as the marsh was not
in good shape. By 3:00PM
not have won this award without his help. Not only did he weigh in time.
Jim and Warren Hebert won the honor of being the weigh all teams were at the launch
net my fish but he caught his share too including two “Big
Bass” winners throughout the year. He ended up 4th in the masters for the event. (I want to add that we both opted out loading the boats. By this time
the sun was shining and the
weather was pleasant enough.
When the weigh in was
complete, Mike announced the
winners.
Dirk Anderson and Brandt

Donald Braud awards Jim Hebert's AOY Jacket

Fairchild won the event with their 15.27 lb stringer including
their Big Bass Jackpot buster that weighed
in at 5.58 lbs.
Second place was Bubba Rossi and Jace
Barksdale with 12.5 lbs. Their Biggest Bass
weighed in at 5.45 lbs.
Third place went to Rod Saylor and
Micha Mire with their weight of 10.58 lbs.
Their biggest Bass weighed in at 4.71 lbs.
Congratulations to the winners of the
January Tournament. Our next event is
scheduled for February 16th. We hope to
see you all then. You can see pictures and
the article on the EASL website at www.
easlonline.org
Micha Mire with 4.7 lb. Bass

From the Scrapbook – FRIDAY, JUNE 28, 1968
submitted by Warren Singer

EASL Proudly Presents The Jambalaya Champ

Left to right, Rod Saylor & Micha Mire, Brandt Fairchild & Dirk Anderson, Bubba Rossi & Jace
Barksdale

The Jambalaya cooking champion of the world is a member of and was sponsored by East
Ascension Sportsmen’s League. Mr. George Fairchild, who hails from Bayou Paul in Iberville
Parish earned the honor Saturday at the Jambalaya Festival. To his many friends who has known
Mr. George for so many years, this honor came as no surprise. He has been recognized in many
circles for his art in handling the “black pot”. Saturday’s contest only verified the fact that has been
known for some time. With all respect for our many friends who entered the contest, East Ascension
Sportsmen’s League feels that the “Jambalaya King” honor could not have been bestowed upon a
nicer gentleman. He has been as faithful as anyone could be in doing his share of cooking for the
community. The only time I have ever known this man to refuse a cooking engagement with any
organization was when he has already accepted a cooking date for someone else.

February 2019 . East Ascension Sportsman . Page 7

IF FISH COULD ONLY LAUGH
Outdoor Corner with Lyle Johnson

One day I was sitting at the kitchen
table talking with my beautiful wife,
Deborah, when a trip to Cabela’s that
afternoon came up. She asked me
what I had in the bag, so I explained
my purchases. I picked up a new Bandit
crankbait and a new type of plastic bait
made by Netbait. I said, “Hey, it’s a new
formula with pork fat impregnated in the
plastic.” Her look and reply said it all; “If
fish could only laugh.”
She was right. Long before a fisherman
gets out on the water another type of
fishing takes place first. It’s the tackle
manufacturers trying to get us to pick up
their product and take it home with us.
Believe me, they got a plan.
A few years back at a Louisiana
Outdoor Writers Association Conference
we were privileged to have the national
marketing manager from Berkley Lures
in attendance to give us the “skinny”
about tackle manufacturing. We were
especially interested in what it took to
design and get a lure on the shelf at a
place like Cabela’s.
This summer I attended a conference

and look over every
that featured a
aspect of the blouse
seminar by Berkley’s
and generally put it
tackle marketing
back on the rack. She
department. They
might take every one
explained that
in the store off the
spending hours and
rack and not choose
hours developing a
any one of them.
new bait, then field
Heck, she might even
testing it to make sure
go to another store to
it catches fish is only
look before choosing.
a small portion of the
But us men, we’re
equation.
a little different. Their
After all that work
with professional
research statistics
have determined if a
anglers helping
Kaylee Gautreau killed her first
man picks up a bait
to design the
deer, this nice doe on January 18,
lures, testing the 2019 shooting her 270 Savage in St. in a tackle store, he
performance in a tank Amant, Louisiana at about 75 yards. will buy it 90% of the
Photo provided
time. So they have
at the factory and field
testing them with anglers using them, to package the product to get us to
the fact that they work and catch fish pick it up. Sounds like to me the tackle
does not complete the process. They manufacturers are fishing just as hard
have to package it in such a way that it as we are. They just trying to catch us!
Now don’t get me wrong. Us bass
will be attractive to the customer!
You see, men and women shop a anglers need lots of good-looking baits
little different. A lady shopping for a in our arsenal “just in case”. Just in
blouse is gonna take one off the rack case you thought I might have left out
salt water anglers out, they got plenty
stuff too!
My intention that afternoon when I
left home was to stop by Cabela’s and
just do some browsing. See, I know
the secret. It might be ok to touch the
package of baits but don’t ever take it off
the rack. Looking, that’s all, no buying.
I started out walking through the salt
water bait section and it took a while to
get through because of the selection.
Although I looked pretty closely at all
the brightly colored baits, I didn’t pick
any up, so I made it through unscathed.
But eventually I made it to the bass
tackle section and the temptation to
bite was much greater. At each turn
many things caught my eye. I got close

and even put my hands on a few of the
packages, but I never took them off the
shelf.
Then I ran into a friend that didn’t
have as much willpower as I did. Alas,
two handfuls of baits, a pitiful sight. As
I looked around, many more helpless
fishermen were falling into the trap of
picking up those attractive offerings of
all those bait manufacturers. One after
the other, shamelessly falling victim to
the seemingly unstoppable urges to buy,
whether they need them or not.
There’s a catch phrase that’s very
popular among bass fishing; “reaction
bites.” Most good tournament anglers
are very familiar with this tactic because
bass will hit a bait even when they’re
not hungry. They don’t need it, they just
want it! The anglers that develop this
skill catch the most fish because you
can make them bite even when they’re
not hungry.
I once caught a 5 pound bass with
a 24” snake in its stomach. Heck, 8
inches of the snake was hanging out of
the mouth because it couldn’t fit in the
stomach. But it hit a broken back Darter
anyway.
Sort of sounds like some fishermen
doesn’t it. How so? Any bass angler
worth his salt has a tackle box full of
baits they’ve never used. I have plenty
of them that have never touched the
water. They looked so good when I saw
them just hanging there, I couldn’t resist
the urge and gave in to a “reaction buy.”
Sounds sort of like a bass doesn’t it?
If fish could only laugh; so until next
time, remember to keep the slack out
and set the hook hard. Have fun in the
outdoors, be safe and may God truly
bless you!! Oh yeah; I bought those two
baits. Shucks!

EASL Wild Game Recipe (A Chef John Folse Recipe)

Cajun Fried Duck Breast

www.finstofeatherstaxidermy.com

INGREDIENTS: 2 duck breasts, each sliced in 3 pieces; 1 ½ cup milk; 1 tsp salt;
½ tsp black pepper; 1/8 tsp cayenne red pepper; 2 eggs, beaten; 1 cup saltine
cracker crumbs; shortening, lard preferred; 6 quart iron pot.
METHOD: Tenderize breasts slightly with meat hammer. Cut each breast into 3
equal pieces. Soak in milk for 2 hours. Remove duck from milk, dip in beaten
eggs, sprinkle with salt and pepper, and dredge in finely crumbled cracker crumbs.
Deep fry in large skillet with 1 inch of shortening at medium heat for 20 minutes
on each side.

to bank big.

The
The
local
local way
Thew
local way a
The
local
way
to
bank
to bank big.
to big
bank big.
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ASCENSION EQUIPMENT & RENT-ALL
ALL UNDER ONE ROOF!

The local way to bank big.
to bank big.

866.505
866.505.3736
.3736
866.505.3736

866.505.3736

DINGO

UCBANKING.COM
UCBANKING.COM

MEMBER FDIC

UCBANKING.COM

MEMB
MEMBER FDIC
E

866.505.3736

Fresh

UCBANKING.COM
866.505.3736
Ideas • WebsItes •MEMBER
Logos • FDIC
brandIng

Tested. Proven. Ʋnbeatable

™

Great Expectations $0 Down & 0% Financing up to 60 Months
on select models
KUBOTA & JOHN DEERE

UCBANKING.COM

SALES EVENT

CreatIve
FreshDesigns,FullyDressed

Deere
Deere
Days
Days
Day
OfDeere
Of
Summer!
Summer!
John
John Deere
Z335E
Z

RSX
RSX 850i
850i

$$2,4991

Comfortable Operation, Mowing Precision, On-theKubota
sppot turning, and Exceptional build quality.
RTV 1100

D10
05 Lawn
Tractor
“It’s
a Whole New

“It’s a Whole New
Species
No Interest if Paid in Full within
12 of
Species
of Gator”
Gator”

months***18a

“Experience the Rugged
Automatic transmission, Cast-iron front axle, and Edge
Luxury
of the
RTV 1100”
Cutting System gives superior performance.

*WAC

13173 Airline Hwy. | Gonzales, LA 70737
225.647.5881 | www.ascensionequipment.com

***Offer ends 8/2/16 1 Offer ends 08/02/2016. Prices and model
availability may vary by dealer. Some restrictions apply; other special
rates and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and
other financing options. Available at participating dealers.18 For
consumer use only. Interest will be charged to your account from
the purchase date at 17.9% APR if the purchase balance is not paid
in full within 12 months or if your account is otherwise in default.
aSubject to approved credit on Revolving plan, a service of John Deere
Financial, f.s.b. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms
may be available, so see your dealer for details and other financing
options. Available at participating dealers. Prices and models may vary
by dealer. Valid only at participating US Dealers.
A0B02BYCU2N65753-00026864

graphIc desIgn • dIgItaL MarKetIng
UCBANKING.COM
MEMBER FDIC
e-neWsLetters • copyWrItIng + More
MEMBER FDIC

Discounts for EASL & LWF
Members & Advertisers

(504) 723-0240 | jon@nola-creative.com | nola-creative.com
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MY BEST BUCK

Jay V. Huner, Louisiana Ecrevisse, Boyce, LA
Almost every deer hunter has
his/her moment. I had mine on
January 4, 2019 hunting in the
McElroy area east of Sorrento.
I had planned to get to the
Timberton Social Club after dark
that day. My day started early in
the Ville Platte area where I was
participating in the Pine Prairie
Christmas Bird Count. I figured I’d
finish my area by 2:00-2:30 PM
and head for the camp through
Baton Rouge. I anticipated getting
held up on I-10 going through
Baton Rouge.
Well, as luck would have it, mine was all good
that day. I took US 190 to Baton Rouge and headed
south on I-110 around 3:30 PM. Got slowed down
with bridge traffic where you merge onto I-10.
Surely, I slowed but kept going at a steady clip
for that time of day. Next normal road block is the
Highland Road exit but never really slowed much
under 45 MPH.
So, I arrived at the club at 4:30 PM. As I pulled
up, the club/property owner said – “You need to
get to a stand because you don’t have much daylight
left.” Put stuff up in the club house and drove to
the parking area about 200 yards from the stand,
a 30’ “business” trailer. The stand is obscured by
trees and brush from the road.
Arrived at the stand and saw 4 does browsing in
a cut into the grassy field on the other side of the
stand. Used the stand as a shield but the deer were
gone when I got into the stand. There are several
cuts into the head high grass in front of the stand.
I opened a window on the side where I’d seen the
does and positioned my rifle on a rest. Took off my

glasses because I can’t see well
through the scope with trifocals!
It was about 4:55 PM.
I looked down the cut and
something looked odd at the end,
about 110 yards from the stand.
Checked with my binoculars and
“all I could see was horns”! Got
my rifle positioned, upped the
magnification and viewed clearly
the best buck I’ve ever seen. It was
grazing and moving toward me
a bit to the left of the bush-hog
wide cut.
So, what to do? Wait for the deer to get closer or
shoot? Initially, I had a head on shot but the buck
turned a bit to its left. Realizing that the buck could
“do anything” including walking into the grass and
disappear or spook and bolt, I calmly aimed just
behind its right shoulder and squeezed off a shot
with my Remington .270.
The deer’s hind end dropped and it leaped to
its right, my left, out of sight. Called the property
owner and he advised me to go look for blood. When
I got about to the area where the buck was when I
shot, I saw that the area was a cleared circle where
the bush-hog turned. Would I find blood?
I looked to my left and about 20 yards beyond
me, out of view from the stand was the best buck
I’ve ever shot, stone cold dead. It was about 5:05
PM.
My birthday is January 18th. The buck was my
best birthday present ever. The inside width of an
almost perfect 8-point rack was about 16-17” wide.
It weighed 155 pounds but had surely lost weight
during the rut. A Boone and Crocket buck? No. But,
at 73 years of age, it didn’t matter a bit to me!

“For Your Health Care Needs Do Your Hunting & Fishing at Landry’s Pharmacy”
(buzzy & benny landry - Owners)

LET'S TALK ABOUT IT
by

Goosie Guice

I CAN'T WAIT TILL
Outdoorsmen and women have a
lot to look forward to in our great
state. Beginning in January let’s
take a look at what I personally
anticipate in the upcoming months.
At this point I’m typically looking at
a chance for my first rabbit hunt of
the year. Add to that a chance to
make a couple of squirrel hunts with
the use of dogs. After that’s passed
by I then begin to await the sac-aulait spawn. As soon as I’ve caught
enough of those to be satisfied, it’s
then time to focus on the upcoming
turkey season. This incredible and
time consuming sport usually brings
me to the month of May when the
catfish bite in Lake Verret, Lake
Palourde, and Des Allemands areas
begins to take form. The sac-au-lait
that had been caught earlier are
usually gone by then and a couple
catches of delicious catfish come
in handy. It’s now time to catch a
couple messes of bream before
heading to the coast to fish for
those tasty speckled fish that we

all seem to love so much. With the
saltwater now in my veins it’s hard
not to make an offshore trip into the
vast Gulf of Mexico, not to mention
the hot crab action in our coastal
waters.
A half a year is now gone and
believe it or not the action only gets
better from this point on because I
can’t wait to start my summer bass
fishing trips. Then comes the first
day of dove season and teal season
in Venice where the bass and
redfishing can be fantastic during
the turn of the seasons. Next on the
calendar is my favorite-the first day
of squirrel season and the following
weekends of exploring the woods.
That leads up to the years’ duck and
deer season. That will about wrap it
up for a full year of I can’t waits but
there’s actually one more. I can’t
wait until there’s peace on earth....
Till Next Time,
Happy Holidays to You and Your
Family,
James “Goosie” Guice

It’sIt’s
your
escape
from
the rest
a way
of life
– your
life. of the world.
It’sIt’s
your
passion.
your
escape from the rest of the world.
Protecting
is ours.
It’s your itpassion.
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Sp ecializin g in BOAT UPHOLSTERY
ALL’APERTO
UPHOLSTERY & DESIGN
225-505-6969 / allaperto.design@gmail.com

Protecting it is ours.

It’s Not Just a Boat.
It’s a way of life – your life.
It’s your escape from the rest of the world.
It’s your passion.
Protecting it is ours.

It’s Not Just a Boat.

Free estimates. 30 years’ experience.
GINO AND STACY BAZILE, OWNERS

It’s a way of life – your life.
It’s your escape from the rest of the world.
It’s your passion.
Protecting it is ours.

Jerry’s boat shop
Michael Lanoux
225-644-3797

Jerry Lanoux

11178 E. Lanoux Road • Gonzales, LA 70737

petit’s
body
shop
Locally Owned
& Operated
By Lionel Petit
petit@eatel.net

Let us customize a boat policy that’s just right for you.

LetCall
ustoday
customize
a boatinsurance
policyquote.
that’s just right for you.
for a free personalized
Call
for a freeapersonalized
insurance
quote.for you.
Lettoday
us customize
boat policy that’s
just right

Call
today for a free personalized insurance quote.
Harry Robert Insurance Agency

Let us customize a boat policy that’s just
725 EAright
ST CORNERVIEWfor you.
GONZALES, LA 70737
Call today for a free personalized insurance
Har22r5y-64R7-2o16b8quote.
ert Insurance Agency
• Frame Alignment Specialist

673.5422

• State-of-the-Art Paint Booth
• Computerized Estimate System
• Free Estimates
Harry

38246 Henry Road
Prairieville

Robert Insurance Agency

• Insurance Claims
Welcomed
725 EA
ST CORNERVIEW
• Rental Car Arrangements
GONZALES, LA 70737
Available 225-647-2168
• All Work Guaranteed
• 24 Hour Towing Available

725 EAST CORNERVIEW
Harry Robert Insurance Agency
GONZALES, LA 70737
5
us
aW
boat policy that’s just right for you.
2257-2
6Let
47E-A
2S1T6customize
8CORNERVIE
GO
N
Z
A
L
E
S
,
L
A
7
0
7
3
7
Call today for a free personalized insurance quote.
225-647-2168

Underwritten by Progressive Casualty Insurance Company and its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH. Available in most states and situations. ©2008 Progressive Casualty Insurance Company. 05A00140 (01/08)

Underwritten by Progressive Casualty Insurance Company and its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH. Available in most states and situations. ©2008 Progressive Casualty Insurance Company. 05A00140 (0

Harry Robert Insurance Agency

Underwritten by Progressive Casualty Insurance Company and its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH. Available in most states and situations. ©2008 Progressive Casualty Insurance Company. 05A0

725 EAST CORNERVIEW
GONZALES, LA 70737
225-647-2168

Underwritten by Progressive Casualty Insurance Company and its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH. Available in most states and situations. ©2008 Progressive Casualty Insurance Company. 05A00140 (01/08)

Underwritten by Progressive Casualty Insurance Company and its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH. Available in most states and situations. ©2008 Progressive Casualty Insurance Company. 05A00140 (01/08)
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EASL MEETING JAN. 21 HIGHLIGHTS

James Hubbs with American Sportsmen
Against Poachers, our Meal Sponsor

Thad Bellow presenting Goosie Guice with
Big Buck Award

Jodie Singer presenting Thad Bellow
Top Membership Sales Award (59
memberships)

Jim Hebert presenting Richard Gautreau
with monthly big bass award

EASL BOARD MEETING
January 21, 2019

Present: Mike Lambert, Barney
Callahan, Herb Finnerty, Vince Diez
Jr., Jodie Singer, Warren Singer,
Darlene Bourgeois, Kevin Diez,
Byron Gautreau, James Guice ,
Warren Hebert, Marcia Jimmerson,
Bettye Lambert, David Miles
Mike Lambert called the meeting
to order at 6:10pm.
M i ke we l c o m e d n ew b o a rd
members Bettye Lambert and Marcia
Jimmerson.
Mike advised us that we will need
a new newspaper editor beginning
this April. David Miles explained the
duties and will train his replacement.
David said it is not hard but does
take time to organize the articles.
David Miles said he will need
articles for the February paper in
by the 8th.
Vince Diez Jr asked for help finding
new meal sponsors. He wants to
expand the list so he doesn’t have
to call on the same group so often.
Jodie Singer handed out and
discussed the financial report. Our
2018 actual verses budget was on
target. She said she will prepare
the 2019 budget once she is certain
when we will be moving to Gonzales
Fire Department.
Jodie then said she had mailed
254 lapsed member notices, and so
far, has received 92 renewals; which
netted $1800 income over expenses
for the mailing.
David said Ducks Unlimited has
taken a ½ page ad for January and
February announcing their 50 Gun
Firearm Frenzy Super Raffle.

Warren Singer gave a paper
adver tising update . We have
collected all outstanding amounts
and 2019 payments are coming in.
Warren then asked for clarification
on the big fish contest rules. Since
the rules state that the annual
contest awards the first, second
and third place prizes for the largest
bass and speckled trout caught in a
monthly contest;Vince Diez Jr. made
a motion, second by Jodie Singer that
the intent is that one person can win
multiple annual prizes, and that the
rules should not be changed. Motion
passed.
After discussing dates for the
2019 Terry Melancon Memorial
Saltwater Challenge on Grand Isle;
Kevin Diez made a motion, second
by Herb Finnerty to hold the event
the weekend of June 8th. Motion
passed. Jodie Singer volunteered to
chair the event.
Jodie said she had filed the
paperwork with the Gonzales Fire
Department to hold our meetings
there and was waiting on the Chief’s
approval.
Barney Callahan reminded us that
the LWF Governor’s Conservation
Achievement Awards Banquet was
coming up and made a motion for
EASL to donate $250 to help cover
expenses. Motion passed. Barney
then told us about LWF’s new
Development Director who may
want to come be a guest speaker in
the near future.
Meeting adjourned at 6:58pm.

Silhouette Match Calendar

Warrent Singer presenting Big Spec Award
to Torrey Hayden

Guest Spearker Chris Macaluso

The dates have been set for the championship matches in Louisiana this
year - so mark your calendars for the following - (contact Dustin Flint,
225-719-1112, or Jerry Tureau, 225-803-2773, for Silhouette and Rifle
competition info):
The Chicken Coop Shoot in Jonesboro is on February 23-24, 2019;
The Shamrock Silhouette Shootout Air Rifle Silhouette Regional in
Baton Rouge is March 16-17, 2019; The Louisiana Smallbore and Air
Rifle Silhouette Championship in Gonzales is May 4-5, 2019; The
Louisiana Highpower Silhouette State Championship in Zwolle is
October 19-20, 2019; and The Drue Memorial Louisiana Lever Action
Silhouette Championship in Gonzales is December 7-8, 2019.

EASL
PO Box 446
Gonzales, LA 70707

PRESORT
STANDARD
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 61
Postal Patron
Gonzales, La.
70737
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CASUAL OBSERVATIONS
Werewolf Movies and Hunting
by Torrey Hayden

There are certain things
I was relegated to hunting
that should not be done
on the ground. Could not
the night prior to a hunting
get the climbing tree stand
trip. One of them is staying
to go up the tree because
up late to watch werewolf
bottom part kept sliding
movies. At age sixteen
off my cast.
my high school buddies
Lloyd hunted one hill
and I became liberated
over and would be using
outdoorsmen because I had
my tree stand. I found a
obtained a driver’s license.
good location near a creek
I also had a lucrative grass
overlooking a little valley.
cutting business and was
Off in the distance I could
able to save $200 to buy a
hear clack, rattle, rattle,
1968 Ford Fairlane. Great
grunt repeated several
Ellen
Hayden
with
New
Year's
hunting and fishing vehicle.
times. Lloyd had assembled
Redfish
You could strap a boat on top
the tree stand and was
and put enough camping gear and provisions in the working his way up a tree.
trunk to survive at least a week.
Just before dawn silence was broken. I thought
The morning after Lloyd and I stayed up the gates of hell had opened and the Devil’s
watching werewolf movies we got up at three hounds had been unleashed upon us. Every
AM to go hunting. Should have never went to coyote in Talladega County had surrounded
bed. Lloyd had to drive because the week before us and was howling in harmony. Hearing this
I had broken my ankle playing tennis with Mona gets your attention just having watched several
who lived a couple houses down. She was on the people getting horrible things done to them by
varsity tennis team, ranked in the state and used werewolves just a few hours before on the late
me for target practice.
movie.
Played football from 3rd grade through high
Then I heard grunt, rattle, rattle, clack, thud then
school and intramurals in college never got more something running in my general direction. The
than some bruises. Broke my ankle twice and werewolves had got Lloyd and were now after me.
received fifteen stitches over my eye playing tennis
One would be surprised if properly motivated,
with girls.
someone on crutches with a deer rifle strapped to
The Fairlane had a three-speed on the column his chest could move so swiftly through the woods,
transmission and I was unable operate the clutch, briar patches, over creeks and up a mountain to
brake and gas with a large cast on my lower leg. reach the sanctuary of a 1968 Ford Fairlane. Almost
I could however walk through the woods in the as fast as someone could bail out of a climbing tree
dark with crutches.
stand and come running back to the car.
After arriving at our hunting destination about
Lloyd and I both decided it would be more
an hour before daylight we got out of the car. It prudent to wait in the car with the doors locked, for
is very dark and hard to walk with crutches in the the sun to come up so that we could better analyze
woods with a deer rifle strapped around my chest. our hunting opportunities.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Terry Melancon
Memorial Saltwater Challenge Set for June 8
The East Ascension
Sportsman’s League
has set the date for
the Terry Melancon
Memorial Saltwater
Challenge for June
8, 2019 in Grand Isle.
Please mark your
calendars, make your
reservations, and
plan on another fun
weekend with fellow
EASL members.
Since EASL no longer
pre-rents cabins for
this event, we strongly suggest that you get
with fellow members you’ve roomed with
in past years and coordinate and reserve
accommodations as early as possible.
The Cajun Holiday Motel has three main
camps that can be rented by groups, along
with room rentals in the motel. They have
graciously let us host the event at camps
EASL members have rented, so we hope
this relationship will continue. If you’d like
to book a camp or motel room at the Cajun
Holiday Motel, please give Ms. Millie a call
at 504-787-2002. The motel and cabins are
a short distance on the left after crossing
the Grand Isle bridge at 1737 LA Highway
1, Grand Isle LA 70358. Motels and rental
camps are found throughout the island if you
prefer other accommodations.
The tournament will have a new rule for

2019 as voted by the board of directors at
the August 20, 2018 meeting. After debating
and getting feedback from members, the
board voted not to allow professional guides
to participate on the day of the tournament.
All other team rules, fishing guidelines,
tournament categories, and 100% payout
calculations will remain the same. These will
be outlined in more detail as the tournament
approaches.
For now, buddy up with your favorite
fishing partners and make your plans. Most
folks come out on Friday for the required
registration, and to enjoy a jambalaya or
pastalaya meal. But, come early if you can.
Maybe we can get a bourré game up after
an early day of fishing. Just sayin’! – Jodie
Singer, Chair

More than eighty percent of
baby alligators fall victim to wading
birds, raccoons, bobcats, otters, snakes,
large bass and even larger alligators.
Once an alligator exceeds four feet, it is
relatively safe from predators, but may
still be vulnerable to cannibalism.

